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Powerful Presentations

Objective

The objective of this lesson is to teach students how to deliver powerful presentations.

Materials

The following materials are required:

· LCD Projector with Computer

· Reliable, High-Speed Internet Access

· A computer for each student

· Student Handouts (see appendix)

· Powerful Presentations Rubric

· Google Apps Account

Procedures

1. Step One: Identify the target - What makes a good presentation?
The purpose of this step is to clearly define exactly what we mean by a good presentation.  

Activity #1: Write-Pair-Share

1) Ask students to think about the best presentation(s) they have ever personally witnessed and then write down what made it so memorable?  Give students about 2 minutes for this.

2) Next, ask students to think about one of the worst, boring, or forgettable presentations they have ever witnessed and write down what made the presentation(s) so bad?

3) Finally, have students gather in pairs to discuss what they wrote down.  Ask them to share what they wrote and then come to consensus over the the 3 most important elements of a good presentation and the 3 worst characteristics of a bad presentation.  

4) After the discussion has subsided, ask the groups to add their suggestions to a large poster board, chalkboard or whiteboard.  Create a T-chart with “Elements of a Great Presentation” on one side, and “Elements of a Bad Presentation - Things to Avoid” on the other.  

Fun Alternative: Have students crumple up their paper into a ‘snowball’ and throw it at the presenter on the count of 3.  Next, have students walk over to the pile and pick up a snowball.  Have then review what is written and conduct a ‘Whip’ around the room where every person reads the comments that are written.  While this is going on, the teacher should write down the responses on the white board.

Quicker Alternative- Ask students to write down their list of best and worst elements and then have them share with the class as another student or teacher records responses on the board.

Activity #2: (Re)Building the Checklist

Hand out the General Presentation Checklist (see appendix) and ask students to critique it.  Ask them the following questions:

1) “What might be missing from this checklist?”  

2) “Does anything on this checklist not belong?”

3) “Is anything redundant or repetitive on this checklist?”

4) “What parts of this checklist are unclear, confusing, or could be written better?”

The teacher should take notes and explain to student’s how the checklist will be changed in the future (if need be).  The teacher should ask students if they all agree on the quality of the class checklist.  The point here is to gain consensus and make sure all students are aware of what is expected of them.

Shorter Alternative:

Hand out the checklist and discuss how each one of the criteria that was identified by the students as an element of a good presentations is represented in the checklist.  Most should be, but if you find one that is not, feel free to add it.  Be sure to email me at henchenm@harwoood.org as well!  Take this opportunity to highlight the fact that they already know what makes a good presentation and ask them the question: If you already know what makes a good presentation, then why are most presentations in school so poor?  Use this as an opportunity to break down the barriers that prevent students from giving great presentations.

Longer Alternative: Have students categorize the responses from the ‘best and worst’ activity and then help them construct a checklist from scratch.  Personally, I’ve tried this and it takes way too long, but others swear by it.

2. Step 2 - How Good is Good?  
The purpose of this step is to help students understand where the bar is being set according to the rubric.  What does a 3 or 4 really mean?  

Activity #3: Using the Checklist

For this activity, students will be asked to use the attached checklist to analyze at least one very effective student presentation.  This may be done by paper or through a digital survey tool like google forms.  

Using a Paper-Based Checklist

1)  Make sure each student has a copy of the Multimedia Presentation Checklist (see appendix)

2)  Assign each student a specific criteria.  Make sure every criteria has adequate assessors.  The most intellectually challenging criteria is Organization and Flow, so give that to the student(s)you think are most capable.

3)  Ask students to read their assigned criteria very carefully and tell them to get ready to give substantial, constructive, and critical feedback.  Discuss with your students what it means to give good constructive feedback.  Let them know the goal of this process is to help the presenter do better next time, not necessarily to make them feel good about how they’ve already  presented, although it is also good practice to re-affirm things done well.  Give students some prompts they can use to begin their feedback.  For instance, “I liked... because...” or “How about next time you...” or “One suggestion I have is...”

4)  The teacher should then show a student presentation and then ask students to score it and then give at least 3 pieces of constructive feedback.  Let students know that their comments only count if they 1) reaffirm something that was done really well or 2) help the student do better next time.

Here are two amazing student presentations:

· http://www.ted.com/talks/view/id/815
· http://www.ted.com/talks/view/id/1016
5)  If this is a small class and each criteria has more than one assessor, the teacher should ask students to gather in groups according to their assigned criteria.  Students should be given 2-3 minutes to share their opinions and then form a consensus score.  

6)  Once all students have come to consensus, the teacher should have each criteria group present their opinion to the class.  The teacher should allow discussion and debate to flourish, while maintaining the “one person talking at a time” rule.

The point of this activity is to help students see exactly where the bar is set and to make them aware of how rubrics attempt to make an otherwise subjective task a bit more objective.  Be sure to take this as a teachable moment and discuss the definitions of subjectivity and objectivity.  Be open about the subjective nature of grading - you never know what wisdom your students may impart to you during these candid conversations.

Using a Digital Rubric - 
1) Create your checklist using a Google Form.

2)  Save your Google Form as a template.

3)  Create a ‘new’ form from the template you just made.

4)  Rename the form with the name of your student or group that will be presenting and modify the title as well.

5) Copy and paste the URL address of the form to an email, or place it on a wiki page, or edu20 page - somewhere students can access the URL’s

6)  Repeat steps 3-5 for each of your students or groups of students.

7)  Before each presentation, have students open the form that corresponds to the group presenting next.  Have students close their laptops while the presentation is being given,

8)  After the presentation have the students open their laptops, give a score and constructive feedback, submit their form, and then open the form for the next presentation.  Repeat these steps.

Advantages and Disadvantages of a Digital Checklist

	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	· Saves paper and creates cool graphs

· Teaches students about Google Forms

· Automatic tabulation of results

· Able to be presented in digital portfolio and more easily shared

· Some students prefer typing to writing

· Some student handwriting may be difficult to read


	· Somewhat difficult to set up

· Requires reliable laptops and a good internet connection




Longer Variation: Watch more than one presentation. 
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